
Installation Basics 



What we will cover:       
 Recommended Tools & Adhesives  
 Acceptable Sub Floor Types 
 Steps to Proper Floor Prep 
 Temperature & Humidity Standards 
 Installation Tips 

Patching 
Door Jams 
Centering a room 
Cutting Planks 
Proper Alignment 
Using a Roller 

 Care & Maintenance 



Recommended Adhesives for  
LVT DRY BACK Flooring 

Transitional Pressure Sensitive Adhesive (TPS): 
At the time of installation, the TPS adhesive responds like a 
traditional pressure sensitive adhesive by allowing removal and 

repositioning of the plank.   

Recommended Transitional 
Pressure Sensitive Adhesives:

• Mapei #360
• Taylor #2091
• Apac #564

• XL #LG4100

To satisfy Shaw warranties follow the instructions and trowel size on the 
bucket label 



Basic tools for installation for LVT products 

A hair dryer may 
be used for 

plank 
replacement if 
you don’t have 
access to a heat 

gun. 



Sub Floor Basics 

Acceptable Sub Floor Types: 
Concrete 

Light Weight Concrete (2500-3000 psi) 

Plywood 
Existing sheet vinyl (non cushion- 1 layer) 

Substrate must be sturdy, flat within  
3/16” in 10 ft. Per. ASTM F710 

The installation is only as good as the sub floor. It must be 
sound, level, permanently dry, and clean. Always check for 

moisture and pH level. 



 Substrate must be sturdy, flat within  
3/16” in 10 ft. Per. ASTM F710 

OSB is not an approved 
sub floor type at this 

time.  It may be approved 
in the future with further 

testing. 



Portland cement based patching and 
leveling compounds are recommended.   

Gypsum based products are not 
recommended.  



Telegraphing is the projection of  substrate irregularities, 
roughness, or other defects showing through the resilient 

floor.   

A Clean Flat Sub Floor Prevents 
Telegraphing 



Scarify, Bead Blast, or Sand the Sub Floor to 
remove unwanted debris and contaminates. 

Cleaning the Sub Floor 



Proper Cleaning 

Sweeping the floor is not enough. 



For concrete floors, damp towel or damp mopping is 
an excellent way to remove fine dust.   



Proper Acclimation 

 Acclimation- product must be stored at room        
temperature of 65-85 degrees Fahrenheit         
for 24-48 hours prior to installation. 

Leave boxes UNOPENED. 
Spread boxes in stacks of no more than 3 high with at 
least 4” of airflow between. 
Do not place stacks too close to heating/cooling ducts or 
direct sunlight.  



   Moisture vapor emission rate may not exceed  
 5 lb/1000 ft²/24 hours. 

 

Acceptable Moisture Levels 



Minimum installation temperature is 65°F with a 
maximum installation temperature of 85°F 

Infrared 
thermometer 

The sub floor must also be a 
minimum of 65° F 



Internal relative humidity rate may not exceed  
80%.  Per ASTM F 710.   

  
 



Cutting Door Jambs 

------
- 

Set your blade slightly higher than 
the product to be install. 



Cutting Door Jambs allows 
for an easier and more 

professional installation. 

Slide Plank Under The Pre-Cut Door Jamb 
With Ease 



Make line to the 
nearest  whole 
plank or  tile 

Properly 
locating the 
center of  the 

area will 
prevent narrow 
planks/tiles at 
the end walls. 

Squaring a room for flooring 
 



Install from 3 or more 
cartons to insure a 

random, more realistic 
appearance.    

Be sure to use 
products from the 

same dye lot. 



It is recommended that you begin installing 
the floor from the center of  the room. 

Work your way to the wall… 
 



Alternate size of the start plank to 
improve visual of the installation. 



Hand Roll product as you install it. 

You can mix planks and 
tiles as long as they are 

the same thickness. 



Trace your intended cuts with a pencil on 
the face of  the product. 



Use Snip Shears or Utility Knife to Cut 
Products 



When Using a Utility Knife, Score the 
Product Through the Wear Layer. 



Snap the Product 



A Nice Clean Break 



Not rolling the floor will 
void the warranty due to 

improper installation. 

The floor must be rolled with a 100lb roller 
across all seams both width and length 

Blue painter’s tape on the 
roller helps prevent grit or 

contaminates from 
scratching the surface 



LVT Maintenance Basics 

Furniture pads should be used on all furniture 
legs. 
Walk off mats at all doorways are required to 
prevent tracking of grit and gravel that may 
scratch the floor. 
Cleaning- 

Daily dry maintenance is best. 
Damp mop when needed with a mild, dilute cleaner 
such as Shaw’s R2X Hard Surface Cleaner. 
For stains, use a mild cleaner like Shaw’s R2X Hard 
Surface Cleaner. 



Additional Resources for  
Technical Support 

American Concrete Institute (ACI) 
(248) 848-3700 

American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) 

(610) 832-9585 

Shaw’s Technical Services 
(800) 441-7429 ext. 2228 




